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John 
Baird, 
Minister 
Respon- 
sible for 
Children and 
_ = Francophone 
@” Affairs, 
OM accepts 
the recommendations of key 
groups and organizations in 
announcing the creation 
of Ontario's Francophone 
Early Years Steering 
Committee and the 
involvement of the 
Office of Francophone 
Affairs as a partner 
with the Early Years 
Secretariat in the 
administration of the 


Early Years Challenge Fund: 


Ontario funds a Francophone structure for 
managing the Francophone envelope 


Francophone envelope of the Early 
Years Challenge Fund. He also announ- 
ces funding for three Francophone 
Early Years Community Coordinators. 
These announcements will facilitate 
Ontario's Francophone communities’ 
access to the Francophone envelope 
of the Early Years Challenge Fund (5%). 


The Early Years Challenge Fund 
was launched in December 2000 
and is a key element of the govern- 
ment's commitment to investing ¢n 
the early years of a child. The mai 


objective of the fund is to build capacity \ 


in communities to develop local early 
years programs so that all families 
in Ontario can help their children reach 
their full potential. In fact, the recent 
Throne Speech highlights “Giving 
Our Children the Best Start in Life” 
in its 21 steps Action Plan. @ 


2001 Games of 


la Francophonie 


Budget highlights 
commitment to Early Years 
$114 million will support the 
development of a new Early Years 
Plan with programs and services 
helping young children and their 
families. This announcement falls 
under Step 12 - Giving our Children 
The Best Start in Life — of the Throne 
Speechis 21 Steps Action Plan. 


As part of the grant, $30 million 
will help establish Early Years 
Centres across Ontario. The Centres 
will support parents in their impor- 
tant role, be a place where they can 
access a range of services and 
plug into other programs in their 
N communities. The Early Years Centres, 
accessible to all children and 
families, will serve as a focal point 
for communities allowing different 
groups and agencies to come 
together and work with parents to 
support their children. For more 
information on the Early Years 
Centres, please consult the web 
site Www.gov.on.ca/CSS (2 


The Ontario Pavilion: yours to discover! 


In the Pavilion, visitors will be 
greeted by travel specialists who 
will provide information and publi- 
cations about Ontario's most exciting 
attractions. To make the experience 
as tasty as it is informative, le College 
d'Alfred have designed a special menu 
featuring Ontario products. Patrons 
will also have the opportunity to 
purchase other Ontario products, such 
as world acclaimed wines and beers. 


For entertainment, Franco- 
Ontarian artists will offer ongoing 
performances from 11 a.m. until 11 p.m. 
at the Ontario Pavilion: the folk rock 
singer Robert Paquette, the rocker 
Marcel Aymar and the bands CANO 
and Garolou have thrilled audiences 
since the 70's; while the new genera- 
tion Afro Connexion, French folk singer 
Café Piaf, modern folk band Deux 
Saisons and soft rock band En Bref 
will share the stage. Children's 
activities will be provided by TFO. 


The Ministry of Tourism, Culture 
and Recreation organizes the Ontario 


Pavilion with the following partners: 
TFO, le Collège d'Alfred, l'Union des 
cultivateurs franco-ontariens and the 
Ontario Travel Information Centres, 


Ontario artists 


Artists and athletes from around 
the world will compete at the IV 
Games of la Francophonie, July 14-24 
2001, in Ottawa-Hull. At a Glance is 
proud to present some Ontario 
contenders in the artistic competitions. 


In the Photography compe- 
tition, Genevieve Ruest — A native 
of Ottawa, Genevieve Ruest investi- 
gates the transformation of the human 
body and uses various techniques. 


In the Busking competition, 
Corpus Dance Group — Corpus 
Dance Group, co-founded in 1997 by 
David Danzon and Sylvie Bouchard, 
will perform Escadron volant, in which 
a group of aspiring pilots is led by 
a stern sergeant on a zany flight. 


as well as main sponsor the Ontario 
Lottery and Gaming Corporation. 
For more information: 
WWW.lourisni.gov.on.ca 


in competition 


In the Poetry competition, 
Stefan Psenak — A well known 
literary figure within the Ontario 
French-speaking community, 
Stefan Psenak is the founder of 
Virages, a short fiction magazine, 
and President of Editions L'Interligne. 


In the Painting competition, 
Phil Irish — Phil is an established 
artist from Waterloo whose pain- 
tings, featuring expressive images 
have been part of many exhibitions 
in Ontario. 


Selected Ontario athletes will 
be known later in June. & 


At a Glance Wishes the best to all! 
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